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PACKAGING LEGISLATION PASSES 


The Connecticut General Assembly passed major legislation (HB 6641) this session +t 1757429 
that addresses the need to halt the growing burden that packaging and other 210 
materials place on our waste disposal systems. The following summary was 

provided by the offices of Representatives Mary Mushinsky and Liz Brown. 


Summary of Connecticut's 1989 Packaging Law (sHB #6641) 
Source Reduction Plan 
Requires DEP to develop a statewide source reduction plan outlining specific 
strategies to keep CT’s per capita waste generation at current level. (1/1/90) 


Packaging 

Requires the Commissioner of DEP to regulate packaging in order to reduce its 
weight or volume, increase its recyclability, and increase its recycled content. The 
regulations my prohibit or require reduction of substances harmful to the 
environment when incinerated, and may set standards to minimize toxic substances 
in printed materials or plastics. The regulations must not be inconsistent with the 
preferred packaging guidelines to be developed by the Coalition of Northeastern 
Governors Source Reduction Task Force. (after 10/91) 


Labeling 


Requires DEP to adopt regulations establishing symbols which indicate whether a 
package is recyclable or made of recycled materials. (1/1/91) 


Newspapers 

Requires Connecticut's newspapers and large (40,000 + circ.) out-of-state papers to 
increase their use of recycled newsprint starting with 20% in 1993 to 90% in 1998. 
Allows the Commissioner of DEP to exempt newspapers from compliance if they are 
able to certify that they cannot obtain sufficient quantities of recycled newsprint. 


Sets up a task force to assist newspapers in complying with the recycled newsprint 
use requirements. 


Solid Waste Disposal Fee 


Establishes a $1/ton disposal fee payable by landfill and resource recovery facility 
owners starting 7/90. Funds to be deposited in the MSW Recycling Trust Fund. 


Public Education on Source Reduction 
Requires DEP to develop a public education program on waste reduction. 


Public Education and Market Development 

Allocates $1 million of the Recycling Trust Fund for public education on waste 
reduction and for market development for recycled materials. DEP may contract 
with the Department of Economic Development for development of recovered 
materials markets. 


State Plan to Reduce Its Use of Disposables 

Requires the Department of Administrative Services to develop and implement a 
plan for the reduction of use of disposable products. Exempts disposables used _ 
directly for health or veterinary care or for scientific research. Requires all agencies 
to amend their recycling plans to include measures to reduce use of disposables. 


Use of Plastic/Paper Bags at Retail Stores 
Requires retail stores that offer plastic bags at checkout to also offer paper bags and 
to inform customers that they have a choice. (1/1/90) 


Products/Appliances Containing Rechargeable Nickel-Cadmium Batteries 

Requires sal coneulenes products containing nickel-cadmium batteries to be 
redesigned so that the batteries can be removed easily. Requires these products to 
be labeled indicating that they contain nickel-cadmium batteries which must be 
disposed of properly. Products must be redesigned and labeled 7 7/1/93. 
Exemptions can be granted for products which if redesigned would cause a health or 
safety risk, or would produce significant job losses in the state. Products already on 
the market before 10/89 can receive extension of the redesign deadline if needed. 
(7/1/93) 


Recycling of Nickel-Cadmium Batteries 
After 7/1/93 nickel-cadmium batteries will be mandated for recycling. 
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BABY PACKAGING...DIAPER SERVICES AN ENVIRONMENTAL OPTION 


An average baby requires 6,000 to 10,000 diaper changes over three years. Asa 

result, 16 billion disposable diapers, with non-biodegradable plastic backing, wind 

up in landfills annually. By volume, 16 billion used diapers would blanket 25 football 

fields - and reach 30 stories high. Diaper services provide an option to practice 

source reduction beginning with our youngest waste producers. The National 
‘Association of Diaper Services and a search of the Yellow Pages provided the 

aes list of services. Additional listings are welcome. 


Ri 
_ Wee Care Diaper Service Conn Diaper Service Stork Diaper Service 
230 New Htfd Turnpk 54 Alling St. 36 Buigees 
Vernon, 724-3022 Hamden, 776-1984 Providence, RI 
Cupid Diaper Service aoe oa 
19 Emely, East Hartford General Diaper Service Div. 
289-1527 Sketchley Diaper Service MA 


Middletown, 344-9608 250 Lamberton Rd., Windsor Stork Diaper Service 


278-6170 
Infant World| Norwalk and Danbury areas eae re 
1437 East Main call, White Plains NY 213-754-4939 
Torrington, 482-6645 (914) 328-8426 


Lead and Cadmium in Municipal Solid Waste 


The EPA’s Municipal Solid Waste Program commissioned a study to identify the 
sources of lead and cadmium in municipal solid waste (MSW). The study (conducted 
by Franklin Associates in 1986) found two primary sources of lead: lead-acid 
batteries and consumer electronics (such as TV sets, radios and VCRs) - that 
accounted for over 90 percent of the lead in MSW. Lead-acid batteries are the 

wi he of lead, even though 80 percent of all lead-acid batteries are currently 
recycled. 


The EPA study identified the number one source of cadmium in MSW as 
rechargeable nickel-cadmium household batteries. The second major source of 
cadmium in MSW was identified as plastic products. Nonfood packaging, footwear, 
housewares, records, furniture and other plastic products often use cadmium 
additives. The EPA is currently evaluating the availability of substitutes for lead and 
cadmium in these products, and is developing guidelines to help states, localities, 
and waste managers in removing leading sources of lead and cadmium from MSW 
prior to incineration and land disposal. Connecticut has already mandated the 
recycling of lead-acid batteries by 1/1/91and nickel-cadmium batteries by 7/1/93. 
More toner is available through the RCRA Hotline at 1-800-424-9346. Direct 
questions on lead and cadmium in MSW to Paul Kaldjian at EPA (202) 382-2349. 


UPCOMING MEETINGS 
BIOCYCLE Northeast Conference ‘89 Recycling/Composting Solid Waste and Sludge 
will be held September 13-15, 1989 at the Holiday Inn By The Bay in Portland, Maine. 
For more information call (215) 967-4135. 


WasteExpo’s Solutions Northeast Conference will be held September 19-20, 1989 at 
the Philadelphia Civic Center in Philadelphia, PA. More information from NSWMA at 
(202) 659-4613. 


World Environmental Management Exposition, “The International Business Forum 
for Environmental Challenges of the 1990's and Beyond”, will be held October 3-5, 
1989 at the Jacob Javits Convention Center in New York City. For more information 
call (212) 459-9260. 7 


Westchester County Recycling Conference and Exposition Il, October 4 & 5, 1989, 
Westchester County Center, White Plains, NY. For more information, (914) 285-2588. 


Ash Utilization and Stabilization Conference (ASH-II), November 8-9, 1989 at the 
Stouffer Concourse Hotel in Arlington, VA near the Washington, DC airport. For 
more information, (703) 347-4500. 
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Printed on Recycled Paper 


